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=0 1 When she bought a 1950s ranch in June
2009, Jenn Lamarre knew that it needed
some updates to make it livable for herself
and her two young daughters, ages ten
and twelve. She was thinking of a more
open kitchen and maybe some upgraded
;1pp1i.mu\\ But her decorator and gnnd
friend Barrie Benson saw a more dire issue,
and pronounced the solution in a single
\\U[\{Z \'ﬂll\lf

“I called the place a “granny ranch,” ™ says
Benson. “It felr too old for her and her
two gi[‘|.\ h

“I'm not a neutral person,” agrees
Lamarre. *1 find it liberating to be
surrounded by color. And the house didn't
lx‘ﬂd III\(‘H.IU I1ll.ll\‘d IUH&‘\,“

Both women got what they wanted.
Architect Matt Benson (Barrie’s husband)
of Meyer Greeson Paullin Benson and
Salins Group Construction knocked down

a wall that sectioned off the breakfast room.

making a more open central gathering space
out of the kitchen. But the most significant
changes started with a few dozen cans
nl'p.lml.

“She might love color even more than |

do.” says Benson. "1 don’t think we missed
ashade in the spectrum.” Most rooms
have a hint of Lamarre's favorite p\‘;l(\!\"\
blue-and-bright-green combo, with pops
ui-nmngc for vivid contrast. The kitchen
features accents of lemon yellow, inspired

by a set of china in the same shade that

Lamarre inherited from her mother.

The result is an energetic, modern space
where bright shades peacefully coexist
And more ilnpm'l;\n[h for Lamarre, “a fun,

happy house for me and my girls.”
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RAINBOW ROOM

The new, open kitchen is where
everyone hangs out now, says
Lamarre. White-painted cabinets
keep the mood airy and bright, and
provide a backdrop for bright pops
of lemon, teal, and coral, including a
formerly white chandelier that was
treated to some high-gloss spray
paint. “There do have to be areas
that rest your brain when there’s so
much color around,” Benson says of
the neutral cabinetry.
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MORE IS MORI



1 83

g
58 Lo ‘ﬁ(ﬁa«

e

. ..;-”?W A
d 5 .&.w_

Rl T R,
A a:»*,:;*f )
s & ~ .’h«.,..kfa.‘ y

) B

'ONLINE: Find out what paint colors Benson chose for this home.

4
W
" o
7 7/
[ (N
N

]

Lt KA 2.‘)\.»‘_ v /] A
- p- .“
_\\w 2 M~ :
=X/, &l §
4 .....w,.r A [ 7 [/ 7
AN

3
E
m
:
3
4
<
X
A
N

IS



	charhomegardb-2011-spring-00.pdf
	charhomegardb-2011-spring-01.pdf
	charhomegardb-2011-spring-02.pdf
	charhomegardb-2011-spring-03.pdf

